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PORT  OR'  Ta.-^  HEALTH  AIm'L'  aAHIIiHlY  CIRCUiiSTAl^  GES 
THE  RURA.L  DISTRICT  OE  SHIEHaL  70B  THE  YEAR  IQ 44. 


Eollowing  the  practice  of  the  War  Period  the 
Ministry  of  Health  has  again  directed  that  this  Report  shall 
be  presented  in  an  abbreviated  interim  form. 

Compared  with  1943  there  was  little  change  in  the 
numbers  of  infectious  diseases  notified  although  there  was 
greater  variety  in  types.  Scarlet  Eever  remained  almost 
constant  and  it  will  be  hoped  fhat  the  slight  decrease  will 
be  maintained.  Diphtheria,  after  a  complete  year  of  absence, 
was  notified  in  four  instances  but  as  three  of  these  were 
confined  to  one  household  it  may  be  said  that  the  frequency  was 
very  slight.  Measles  and  Vi/hoopj.ng  Cough  were  present  in 
increasing  numbers  but  in  neither  was  there  any  approach  to 
epidemic  form.  The  numbers  for  Pneumonia  were,  however,  more 
than  halved. 


The  slight  iincrease  on  the  total  of  Tuberculosis 
was  maintained  but  with  the  resettlement  of  population  there 
may  be  readjustment. 


The  Birth  Rate,  unler  t'he  Section  on  Vital  Statist” 
ics,  is  shewn  to  be  higher  than,  for  the  Country  generaij-y  w.lth 

r 

a  good  sprinkling  of  Illegitjjnate  .Births.  On  the  other  hand 

the  Infantile  Mortality  is  consider j.bly  'oelow  that  prevailing 

and  there  were  no  deaths  from  Maternal  Causes.  The  General 

Death  Pate  wa?  below  that  for  England  and  Wales. 

On  hie  work  the  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that 

During  the  year  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  the 
inspection  of  foodstuffs,  Sewerage  and  drainage,  and  the 
maintenance  of  the  system  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal 
together  with  salvage  collection,  were  the  matters  which  have 
received  the  greatest  attention.  The  inspection  of  cowsheds 
and  dairies  has  also  been  carried  on,  but  this  has  been  limited 


the  law  and  the  fact  that  the  new  legislation  passed  hy 
Parliament  may,  wi-.en  it  comes  into  force,  take  the  control  of 
milk  production  out  of  the  hands  of  Local  i^uthcrities. 
Inspections  under  the  Housing  Acts  have  been  carried  out,  but 
only  to  a  very  limited  extent,  as  overcrowding  is  almost 
in^Qssible  to  deal  with  owing  to  the  lack  of  new  houses. 

¥hile  repair  of  existing  dwellings  have  been  secured  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  193^ »  (rather  than  the 
Housing  Acts),  owing  to  the  very  great  difficulty  in  obtaining 
the  labour  and  materials  necessary  to  bring  a  house  up  to  the 
standard  required  by  the  latter  Acts.  The  very  considerable 
increase  in  the  cost  of  repairs  since  1939  also  limited  the 
amount  of  repair  which  the  average  landlord  can  reasonably  be 
expected  to  carry  out. 

SECTION  A 8 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  ( In  Acres) .  .  ,  4. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident 

population.  v 

Number  of  inhabitated  houses  (end  of  1944; 

according  to  Rate  Books. 

Rateable  Value. 

Sum  represented  by  a  pennj^  rate. 

Persons  per  acre  (calculated  on  population}. 


39,600. 

9,513. 

2, .574. 
£69,913'' 

10.  9d. 
'24. 


POPULATION; 

The  Registrar  General  has  provided  an  Estimated 
Populatio'.-:  and  this  is  the  basis  for  statistical  calculation. 
Howevor,  loeany.  the  decreased  tempo  of  service  needs  and  the 
return  of  ova...doe-,i;  controlled  and  other,  to  their  homes  should 
reflect  itself  in  the  demand  for  accommodation  in  the  permanent 
homes.  In  late  years  considerable  advances  have  been  made  in 
the  provision  of  General  Services  and  with  improved  sanitation 
and  an  abundant  Water  Supply  together  with  the  expectation  of  a 
increased  number  of  new  houses  the  lot  of  the  local  residents 

should  be  greatly 


E^tra.  cts  fro.'r,  "/.iix.l 


Live  Dir'''.g'-> 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

Totals; 

Mai  e . 

6. 

Pemale, 

'Toi . " 

8. 

Total. 

"ah  4.' 

14. 

99.  .. 

109. 

2C8. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Estimated 
Birth  Rate  per  '1,000  Estimated 
England  and  Wales. 

Population; 

Population. 

21-8. 

17  » 

Still  Births. 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

Totals. 

Mai  e. 

4, 

P  ema.l  e . 

3. 

Total. 

7. 

4. 

3. 

7. 

Deaths. 

Males . 

P.emales. 

Total  Humber  of  deaths. 

45. 

42. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population, 
Death  Rate- per  1,000  Population, 
England  and  Wales. 


Total 


11*6 


Infantile  Morta  lityi 


/.ll  Infants  per  1,000  live  hirths. 
All  infants  per  1,000  live  births. 
England  and  Wales,' 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000' live 
legitimate  births.  _ 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  'I-ive 
illegitimate  births. 


Total  number  of 


infant  d ea th s '  I:eg i ti ma. t e . 

2. ,1 3gi  tima  t  e , 
Total.' 


33-1- 

‘16. 


30-9- 
71- 
6 , 


Death  f*''Ciii  g  - 

Os  n 0  er  ( a:  .1  e  s ;  , 

Jloa^les  (.all  ages,N 
Whooping  0-ugh  (, al'J,  ages;. 
Diarrhoea  ev  0  ysors;  , 


Maternal  Mortal'i  ty  0 


Under  this  headi'og  there  were  no  deaths. 

Chief  Causes  of  Death; 

Tuberculosis  (all  form 
Cancer.. 

Intra  Cranial  Yasculai* 

Heart  Disease  and 

Ci  r  cul  at  or  y  Di  r  tr.::b 
Respiratory  Diseasesa 
Premature  Birth  and  Co 
Manf ormations. 

Violet  Causes. 


2, 


12. 

I.e-si  ons . 

11. 

VO  9  -• 

26. 

b. 

iroiiital 

5. 

r" 

j 
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SSCTIOl^  E. 

General  i.. or  Health  ServiceR  in  District # 

AMIBlTLAHCEi  Tbs  IDi strict  continues  to  be  served  by  the 
carriac;e  acquired  shortly  before  the  beginning  of  the  V/ar, 
Driving  and  servicing  have  been  the  main  difficulty. 

Surveying  the  larger  area  of  the  County  the  writer  is  of  the 
opinion  that  the  provision  of  such  services  in  small  units 
with  parochial  control  is  uneconomic  and  tends  to  inefficiency.- 

SECTON  C  -  CIRCUMSTi>MCES  OJ  THE 

113  Nuisances  of  all  kinds  have  been  dealt  with  and 
of  these  95  ^^-ve  been  successfully  abated.  Out  of  the  total 
of  113  cases,  only  15  had  to  be  reported  to  the  Council  for 
official  action  to  be  taken,  and  on  the  service  of  Statutory 
notices  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  under  the  provisions  of 
Section  93»  Public  Health  Act,  1936>  desired 

results  were  obtained  in  all  but  four  instances. 

A  great  variety  of  matters  have  been  dealt  with  under 
this  head,  but  in  at  least  sixty  per  cent  of  the  cases  housing 
defects  were  dealt  with, 

SCAVENGING i  The  Sanitary  Inspector  repoits  the  l\-.r^-shes  of 
Shifnal  and  Albrighton,  together  with  the  Council's  Housing 
Estates  in  various  parts  of  the  District  are  served  by  a 
fortnightly  collection  for  nousc  refuse.  This  was  maintaj. ret 
througho'.it  the  year, 

:;ei. -1  ierable  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in 
maintaining  a  i eguiar  collection,  partly  because  of  mechanical 
failures  in  the  motor  vehicles,  for  which  spare  parts  are 
extremely  scarce,  and  partly  owing  to  the  lack  of  able  bodied 
men  to  carry  on  the  work.  Two  additional  workmen  were 
recruited  to  the  Staff  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  and  an 
improvement  in  the  i ce  has  thus  been  obtained.  One  of 
the  vehicles  has  re..  r.:'i  such  age  and  condition  that  it  will 
have  to  be  replaced  in  lie  near  future. 


4  - 


Jhe  Refuse  Tip  at  /.-Ibrighton  lias  been  filled  andup 
to  the  present  time  only  one  other  suitable  tipping  place  has 
been  found.  negotiations  with  the  owner  have  not  produced 
satisfactory  results.  The  refuse  tip  at  Shifnal  is  also 
almost  exhausted  and  determined  efforts  will  have  to  be  made 
to  find  new  tipping  ground  for  both  areas.  It  seems  advisable 
to  try  to  obtain  a  tipping  ground  which  would  serve  both 
Shifnal  and  Albrighton  and  also  be  large  enough  to  accommodate 
the  refuse  from  the  whole  of  the  District  as  it  is  hoped  that 
scavenging  will  be  extended  to  every  Parish  in  the  District  in 
the  inmediate  post-war  years.  The  only  alternative  to  this 
would  be  the  provision  of  refuse  incinerators  and  enquiries 
have  also  been  made  in  this  direction. 

SALVAGE i  Salvage  collection  has. been  combined  with  Refuse 

Collection  in  the  more  urbanised  areas,  but  in  the  Parishes 
where  Scavenging  is  not  undertaken  a  special  monthly  salvage 
collection  has  been  made.  The  Council  -received  £218.  l6.  J 
for  salvage  sold  during  the  year.  This  shows  a  decline  of 
£^33*  3s<>  5^0  from  the  year  1943,  v/hen  the  fi^^ure  v/as  £35^. 
Through  the  cooperation  of  the  Salvag-e  Stewards  in  the  various 
Parishes  and  the  active  assi  stanc  e  .giv  en  by  the  Women’s 
Voluntary  Service  the  yield  p^r  thousand  of  the  population  has 
been  such  that  Siiifnal  R.D.  has  kept  the  lead  amongst  the- 
Rural  Districts  of  the  County  for  the  collection  cf  Salvage 
dur: '‘g  9  monthr.-'  cf  the  year, 

A  ■' oi-'v  ■-•'.13  0 essful  book  drive  was  held  in  Marph  and 
this  resulted  in  the  target  of  l8,000  books  set  by  the  Ministry 
of  Supply,  being  exceeded  by  7»283,  the  total  collected  in  the 
district  being  259^63.  The  Porces  received  12,3^5  Books, 
whilst  3>3'^3  went  to  hlitsed  libraries  etc.,  and  9si955  books 
which  were  unreadable  were  sent  for  salvage.^ 


VERMIN  ICTES T i\Tl  ON i 


Three  houses  were  treated  for  fleas  and  two  were 
treated  for  bug  infestations.  Both  spraying  and  fumigation  were 
used  where  either  or  both  of  these  methods  were  applicable. 

Infestations  of  rats  and  mioe  continue  to  be 
reported  to  the  County  Council  and  also  the  Ministry  of  Pood, 
but  happily  the  infestation  of  these  pests  is  very  slight  in 
the  district. 

WATER  SUPPLIES s 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  twenty-five  chemical 
and  twenty-five  bacteriological  samples  of  water  were  taken  from 
water  supplies  in  the  District,  and  this  includes  both  public  and 
private  supplies.  The  number  of  water  supplies  found  unfit  for 
domestic  use  was  seven  and  of  this  number  three  have  been  replaced 
by  services  from  the  public  mains.  All  public  water  supplies  in 
the  district  are  sampled  regularly  andnone  were  found  to  be  in  any 
way  unfit  for  human  consumption.  5^.s453>000  gallons  have  been 
pumped  to  consumers  through  the  public  mains  from  the  Council’s 
borehole  and  pumping  station  at  Stanton  during  the  year,  Shlfnal 
and  the  surrounding  area  is  supplied  by  the  Council’s  y.^biic  main, 
whilst  in  all  the  remaining  parishes  except  one  water  : e  purchased 
in  bulk  from  adjoining  Authorities  and  supplied  by  public  main  to 
the  houses.  There  are  no  public  Swimming  Baths  in  this  Area. 

I 

SEWERA'E  AND.SEWAIE  DISPOSAL s 

TV;  .  ■-'a.'.-utcry  Inspector  reports  during  the  past  15 
months  the  Sewege  DisT.O'sal  Works  serving  the  village  of  Albrighton 
has  been  remodelled  and  considerably  extended  and. although  this 
plant  is  not  yet  complete,  the  additional  sedimentation  tanks, 
percolating  filters  and  humus  tanks,  which  have  been  added,  have 
resulted  in  a  very  considerably  improved  effluent.  Great  care 
will  have  to  be  exercise'.'  .in  the  manipulation  of  these  Works  as 
they  are  not  yet  large  e.  r..  h  go  fully  serve  the  needs  of  the 


village,  and  it  is  n-.fped  that  the  /ij-aistry  of  health  i->.riLit 

the  additional  expenditure  necessary  for  the  completion  of  the 
work,  otherwise  deterioration  of  the  plant  already  put  down  may 
result , 

At  Shifnal,  Sewage  Disposal  i s  by  broad  irrigation, 
and  the  Sewage  Works  comprise  72'  acres  of  very  low  lying  ground. 
Here  the  installation  of  a  modern  Sewage  V/orks  is  long  overdue, 
as  the  present  system  which  includes  sedimentation  tanks  is  over¬ 
loaded  to  several  times  it*s  capacity.  Owing  to  the  fact  that 
there  is  no  proper  access  road  to  the  sludge  drying  beds  it  is 
not  possible  to  remove  the  large  quantities  of  sludge  which  have 
accumulated  there  since  the  Plant  was  first  constructed  over  40 
years  ago.  The  removal  of  this  sludge  has  now  become  a  very 
urgent  matter,  as  the  sludge  drying  lagoons  have  nearly  reached 
their  maxim.um  capacity  and  contain  hundreds  of  tons  of  semi¬ 
fluid  sludge  which  will  have  to  be  removed  in  order  "to  keep  the 
Works  running  properly. 


A  temporary  Sewerage  system  has  been  installed  at 
the  village  of  Ryton,  during  the  past  few  months .By  relaying  the 
drains  which  were  previously  used  by  the  County  Council,  for  road 
surface  water,  and  connecting  thereto  as  many  of  the  house  drains 
as  the  configuration  of  the  greunO.  would  o,llow.  This  wul  conn¬ 
ected  to  the  main  drain  to  a  disusai  water  tank  which  has  been 
converted  to  a  septic  tank,  by  the ,  insertion  of  baffles,  and  the; 
addil''''in  of  a  stone  filled  contact  filter  and  a  soakaway  drain. 
This  has  pnov  so.  'paste  successful  a;nd  .function  efficiently. 


Ser.-.nal  other  small  sewage  plants  serve  Hamlets  in 
the  district  and  these  receive  regular  attention  and  are  function¬ 
ing  very  well. 


t 


A  nmacer  of  housing  inspections  have  "been 

carried  out  hut  ov\dng  to  the  difficulties  mentioned  above 
under  ''llui  san  ces‘* ,  action,  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  and  in  only  one  case  was  it  necessary  to  take  informal 
action  on  the  lines  laid  down  in  the  Housing  Acts  for  the 
repair  of  a  dwell! nghouse.  Pour  houses  were  found  to  be  so 

dilapidated  as  to  be  completely  incapable  of  being  made  fit 
for  human  habitation  at  reasonable  expense  and  Demolition 
Orderswere  made  by . the  Council  •  A  3  r  esult  of  this,  one 

house  has  been  demolished,  twc  dwelldnghouses  are  closed  and 
one  is  still  occupied. 

Pour  new  houses  have  been  erected  in  the  district 
during  the  year. 

SECTION  -  IHSPECTIOH  AND  SUPERVISlOH  OP  POOD i 
MEAT  AND  OTHER  POODS i  Owing  to  centralised  slaughtering  all 

fresh  meat  supplies  now  come  from  the  central  abbatoir  at 
Newport,  where  carcasses  are  inspected  before  being  sent  out, 

A  snail  pig  slaughterhouse  still  continues,  however,  at 
Shifnal,  where  an  average  of  approximately  23  pigs  per  week 
are  slaughtered.  The  figures  of  meat  and  food  condemened  as 
being  unfit  for  human  consumption  are  as  follows  s  - 


Bacon; 

604  lbs. 

Canned  Jam, 

57i 

lbs. 

89  Pigs  heads. 

l,296i  » 

Meat. 

365 

II 

7  Pigs  livers. 

73. 

Pi  ah. 

■•I73i 

II 

6  carcases. 

1,266.  “ 

Milk. 

93 

tins. 

3  Bovins  li  >;ers. 

36.  '• 

Beans. 

' 

lbs. 

”  carcav;..a.. 

125.  1' 

Soup  a. 

0 

tins 

-  (parts.f 

Dri ed  Pui t , 

403 

lbs. 

Presh  Pruit, 

48 

lbs. 

Bread. 

300  ; 

Loaves 

MILK  DAIRIES > 

Dairies  and  cowsheds  ai 3  visited  at  frequent 
intervals.  In  cases  where  faults  have  been  found  the  necessary 
improvements  have  bee.  obtained  by  informal  means  such  as  the 
serving  of  printed  n'"‘  :  0.  setting  out  the  Council’s  require¬ 

ments  and  askfng  for  'che  co-operation  of  the  milk  purveyor  in 
having  the  necessary  vrcrk  do;-ie  within  a  spaoi.fi  ed  ti.me. 


/  * 


Tu3  ;'.'-p-oera,tion  of  farners  and  dairyaen  is  readily 
given  in  nearlv  every  case?  and  the  law  regarding  mill;  product- 
ion  and  distribution  is  in  need  of  drastic  overhaul  and  until 
this  is  done  and  the  whole  system  of  inspection  has  a  surer 
foundation  on  which  to  work  no  great  improvement  can  he 
exp  ected. 

SECTIOiT  -  IIIPEOTIOUS  DlSkhxSES s 

Prevalence  of^  and  control  o-^^er,  infectious  and  allied  diseases 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of 
infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year  together  with  the 
number  of  deaths  from  such  diseases  i  - 


Disease. 

Cases  notified. 

Deaths, 

Scarlet  Pever. 
Diphtheria. 

Whooping  Gough. 
Measles. 

Pneumonia, 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 
Puerperal  Pyrexia. 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Incidence  of  disease 

24. 

lo. 

4. 

Q  " 

in  the  various 

1944. 

21. 

4. 

106. 

7. 

1. 

2. 

3- 

age-groups. 

1. 

m 

tm 

Scarlet  Pever. 

Diphtheria. 

Whooping  Cough.  Measles.. 

Years.  Male  Pemale 

Male  Pedals. 

Mai  e  P  ema].  e 

Male  Penia.l 

*  ^ 

1.  2. 

j: 

-  3. 

1. 

6. 

6 .  6 

3.  1.  1. 

1. 

4.  i. 

I'M  1; 

5.  5.  3.- 

1. 

7. 

16.  1; 

10.  -  4. 

1. 

3. 

19  0  t 

15.  -  3. 

- 

- 

25, 

1. 

2  •  c 

PNPUtlONJh^ 

Male. 

P  emal e . 

-■*4 

5« 

1. 

1. 

15. 

1. 

- 

45. 

1. 

3- 

65. 

- 

■ 

SCi^IESi 

- 

The  Matron  a 

t  Newport  reports  that  during 

the  y  ear 

there  were  treated  one 

patient  and  twelve  out-patients  with  a 

total  of  24  Treatments. 

The  Matron  has  been  av/arded 

the  Dist- 

inguished  War  Service  Certificate  of  the  Red  Cross  for  her  work 


in  the  tr ea tmen 1  o f  Scab i e s , 


^  a 


- 1  > 


Health  for  the  e-iding  31st.  De.jsi 

rber,  194'4.  v/as 

as  folio/; 

Age  under 

5  yrs  and 

5  y^s  but 

over  but 

Total. 

under  1  yr 

under  19. 

Humber  of  children 
(including  temporary 
residents)  who  completed 
the  full  course  of  immun¬ 
isation  up  to  31  Dec, 1944.  52. 

4. 

56. 

Approximate  estimated 
number  of  children  In  the 

Authority’s  area  at  31st. 

December,  1944.  707. 

1715. 

2422. 

Percentage  of  child  popul¬ 
ation  considered  to  be 
immunised  on  31st.  Dec, 1944.  47*4^ 

70*4^ 

The  clinical  side  of  the  Scheme  for  Diphtheria  Prophylaxis 
continued  to  be  administered  by  the  County  Health  Department. 

A  limited  number  of  children  continued  to  be  treated  by  their 
Private  Doctor, 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Tile  number  of  notified  cases  on  the  Register  at  31st. 
December,  1944,  and  the  comparative  figures  for  1943  and  1942  are 
as  follows  i  - 


MALES. 


EEt'IAXES. 


Pulmonary 

Hon-Pulx 

r.oia.ry  Pulmonary  Hon 

Pulmonary 

total 

1944; 

16. 

22. 

'  •  23. 

30, 

91. 

19434 

16. 

22. 

2'^. 

00 

t 

1942s 

13. 

21. 

20.----- 

27. 

bir 

Hew  cases  notified  during  the  year . 

Pulmonary ,  Hon-Pul.mo  nary .  Total. 

6.  2.  ' 


DEATH  RATES; 

Shif nal . 

England  Sc 

Death  Rate  for  Pulmonary. 

LW. 

Tuberculosis  per  1,000  population. 
Death  Rat e-Hon-Pulmonary 

.21. 

•5 

per  1,000  population. 

- 

•1. 

Total  Death  Rate  (all  forms). 

•21. 

•  61 . 

HEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  1944 i 


Years. 

0-5 

5-15 

15-25. 

25-35. 

35-'45. 

45-55* 

55-65. 

TOTALj 


Pulmonary 

Hon-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonarv 

-  M 

P. 
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CANCER  -  The  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  in  1944  was  12  (6 
Males  and  6  Eemales)s 

DEATH  RATE  per  l,000,p0%4iving  «  1,261. 
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